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We have hitherto leffe Abu Nasr, the brother of Abu Sa€d3
unmentioned for the reason that he had, as far as the sources
show, no share in Abu Sa'd's political rise. Upon the latter's
entry into politics Abu Xasr probably had to shoulder the
entire responsibility for the economic affairs of the firm
by himself. That he had also had some connection with
Court affairs in previous times is, nevertheless, probable,
and for this the insulting incident related by 3Iaqrizi, i, 424,
would seem to proxide some confirmation.1
But after the murder of his brother he is again mentioned.
According to Nasir-i-Khosrau, Abu Xasr. hearing of the tragic
fate of his brother, hastened to write to the Caliph offering
him a gift of 200,000 dinars in exchange for a charter ; but
not only did the Caliph not accept the sum, he publicly tore
up the letter and informed Abu Xasr : "Be not afraid and
return to thy house. Nobody has any claims against thee;
while as regards the money I do not require it." Nasir-i-
Khosrau adds that the Caliph granted both Tri-m and his
nephew, the son of Abu Sa'd, a safe conduct.2
J. Mann3 concluded from the Geniza fragments that it
is evident that both brothers were killed on the same day
and that e< he (Nasr) must also have fallen victim on the
day when the Turkish bodyguard assassinated his brother
Abu Sa'd *\ This is, however, by no means supported by the
8 As long as the Caliph*s mother maintained an independent adminis-
tration, the differences between the Turkish and the negro troops also
remained. This finally led to a pitched battle between them at Kum
Shank.
1	In Maqrizi, i, 424, we read :   " Abu Xasr, the brother of Abu Sa"d,
betook him to the vizier Ibn al-Anbari, but was insolently received by one of
the latter's attendants. Abu Xa?r thought that if he reported this behaviour
to Ibn al-Anbari the vizier would express indignation at it and apologize for
it.     It happened otherwise  than he expected, however,  and Abu iNasr
complained to his brother Abu SaM. . . . The latter interceded with the
Caliph's mother and with the Caliph, and Ibn al-Anbari was shortly after
dismissed,"   This probably took place in the year 1044.
2	Sefer Xameh, 55-6.
* J. Mann, The Jews in Palestine and Egypt, i, 78, 82.

